Agenda as of July 5, 2003

World Taxpayers Conference 2003

Organized by World Taxpayers Associations and Russian Taxpayers Union in cooperation with the World Bank and Konrad Adenauer Foundation

******************************

The Russian flat income tax – two years later

Modernization of tax system & taxpayer relations in Russia

Personal lifetime accounts – a benefit for taxpayers
Study findings by the International Committee for the Protection of Taxpayers Rights in Eastern Europe & Central Asia

and the World Bank

Taxpayers associations knowledge sharing
Meetings of World Taxpayers Associations 

and Taxpayers Association of Europe
******************************
            The St. Petersburg Hotel, St. Petersburg, Russia
5/2 Pirogovskaya emb., St. Petersburg, Russia 194044 
                                                Tel +7 812 380 19 09  Fax +7 812 380 19 06

E-mail: postmaster@spbhotel.spb.su Homepage: www.hotel-spb.ru
Hotel Reservation Code: 17 86 39

September 18 – 21, 2003
Featuring:

The Russian President Vladimir Putin
Former Estonian Prime Minister Mart Laar

        Russian Minister of Taxation Mr. Bukaev has appointed two speakers

Other prominent leaders

Distinguished economists and media from around the world 

Also featuring cultural programs in conjunction with

the 300th anniversary of the founding of St. Petersburg

Thursday Sept. 18: “Welcome day” 

St. Petersburg Hotel

13.00-19.00
Registration

15.00-18.00
City tours by bus

19.30
Welcome Reception followed by Dinner 20.00, The Hall of Mirrors, hosted by World Taxpayers Associations

Dinner speech “St. Petersburg and Russia of Today and Yesterday”

Sergey VASILIEV, Senator (St. Petersburg); Chairman, Senate Committee on Financial Markets and Currency Circulation, Member of Russian Parliament (Union of Right Forces), Former Deputy Minister of Economy.

Friday Sept. 19: “Future issues day”

The Conference Hall of the St. Petersburg State University (450 seats)

08.00-10.00
Registration in the hotel (for late arrivals)

09.30             
Welcome Speeches



Bjorn TARRAS-WAHLBERG, President, World Taxpayers Associations 

Igor SOBOLEV, President, Russian Taxpayers Union



Rolf von HOHENHAU, President, Taxpayers Association of Europe and Bavarian Taxpayers Association

9.45

The President of the Russian Federation Hon. Vladimir PUTIN (invited not confirmed)

“Welcome to Russia – the Country with the Lowest Flat Income Tax in the World”

	Panel I.
	“The flat income tax”

-- simple, fair and promoting prosperity


10.00
Minister of Taxation of the Russian Federation Mr. G.  BUKAEV has appointed the following persons to replace him Mrs. Valentina M. AKIMOVA, Head of Physical Persons Taxation Department and Mrs. Tatiana A. KARASYOVA, Head of the Tax Policy Department: 

“Two Years Experience of the Russian Flat Income Tax of 13 % – Figures and Facts” (confirmed)
10.30 Hon. Mart LAAR, Member, Parliament of Estonia; Former Prime Minister of Estonia (mart.laar@riigikogu.ee)

“Ten-Year Experience of the Estonian Flat Income Tax and Two Years without Corporate Income Tax” 
11.00

Break

11.30
Dr. Richard K. VEDDER, Distinguished Professor of Economics, Ohio University, USA (vedder@ohio.edu)  “Taxes and Economic Growth: How Taxes Effect the Whole Economy – the Case of the United States and Sweden” 

12.00
Leaving for lunch (15 minutes walk)

12.15

Lunch at the Business Restaurant, St. Petersburg State University

13.15

Walk back to the Conference Hall

13.30
Q&A, Discussion
   (Valentina AKIMOVA, Tatiana KARASYOVA,  Mart LAAR plus representatives from Ukraine and Slovakia. Bjorn TARRAS-WAHLBERG as Moderator).

	Panel II.
	“Modernization of tax system and taxpayer

 - tax administration relations” -- from conflict to cooperation,

 - from policing to developing taxpayer services

organized by World Bank and Russian Taxpayers Union 

The case of Russia




14.30

Hon. Rinat DOSMUKHAMEDOV, Hon. Mikhail MISHUSTIN, Deputy Ministers of Taxation

of the Russian Federation

“Federal Program on Developing Tax Administration and Reforming Taxpayer-Tax Administration Relations in Russia” (not confirmed)

15.00
Sergey PARKHOMENKO, Director General, Yuriy YAKUSHEV, Chair of the Board of Directors, Patera Tax Consulting Company, Members of the Board, Russian Taxpayers Union (not confirmed)
“Taxpayers’ Perspective on Key Problems in Relations Between Taxpayers and Tax Administration” 

15.30

Break

16.00
Alexander MOROZOV, Senior Economist, Elena DOBROLYUBOVA, Research Analyst, World Bank Residence Mission in Moscow
“Tax Administration Modernization Project” (not confirmed) 
16.30 Q&A, Discussion (R. DOSMUKHAMEDOV, M. MISHUSTIN, S. PARKHOMENKO, Y. YAKUSHEV, A. MOROZOV, E. DOBROLYUBOVA and Moderator)

Experiences of select countries in Eastern Europe and Central Asia

17.00
Presentation of studies jointly conducted by the Committee for the Protection of Taxpayer Rights in Eastern Europe and Central Asia and the World Bank

· “Tax Environment in East European and Central Asian Countries” 

·  “Cross-Country Study on Administrative and Criminal Responsibility for Tax Evasion”

18.00

Q&A, Discussion

18.30

End of meeting

20.00

Gala Dinner & Dance in The Mirror Hall of The St. Petersburg Hotel 

Hosted by Taxpayers Association of Europe (Dress code: black tie or dark suit)

Saturday, Sept. 20: “Future issues – Development day”
St. Petersburg Hotel ”Glass conference room” (100 seats)

All day cultural program for accompanying visitors, see last page

	Panel III.
	“Personal lifetime accounts” 

-- a system ensuring economic efficiency and allowing a considerable reduction of the total tax pressure with preserved welfare 



9.00

Robert GIDEHAG, Chief Economist, Swedish Research Institute of Trade

 “What Is a Personal Lifetime Account and How Does It Work?” (robert.gidehag@hui.se) 

9.30

Dr. Stefan FOLSTER, Chief Economist, Confederation of Swedish Enterprise

“Personal Lifetime Accounts in Sweden – a Result of the Research Work” 



(Stefan.folster@swedishenterprise.se) 

10.00
Hon. Andrey ILLARIONOV, Assistant to the President of the Russian Federation

 “Russian Perspective on Personal Lifetime Accounts” (not confirmed)

10.30

Break 

 
10.45 – 11.30
Q&A, Disscusion (A. ILLARIONOV, S. FOLSTER, R. GIDEHAG and Moderator)

	Panel IV.
	Taxpayers associations knowledge sharing


11.30
Members Conference of the World Taxpayers Associations

· Opening of the Member Conference

· Presentation of six new members: 1. British Tax Relief 2. Americans for Fair Taxation – AFFT 

3. Japan Association to Correct the Unfair Tax System 4. Armenian Taxpayers Association 4. Tunisian

National Chamber of Tax Advisers 5. Kazakhstan Taxpayers Association  6. Lower Taxes in Chile.

12.00 – 13.00
Break for lunch

13.00

Continuation of the Members Conference of the World Taxpayers Associations

· “Important trends in my Country and my Association”

Discussion of the written reports from the Associations, max 1 page deadline by Sept. 1 

to the President of WTA: BTW@worldtaxpayers.org

· Minor changes of the statues of WTA

· Report from the Board and Auditors

· Election of President, Deputy President, Vice President and Auditors

· Election of Advisory Board

· Budget for 2003 (same as for 2002) and 2004 and decision on membership fee for 2004

· Next Members Conference, Australia late November 2004

· Others

15.00

Break

15.20

Frank LAARMAN, Score Marketing, Paris. Founder of the French Taxpayers Association

“How to Get From Zero to 50.000 Members in Five Years:

Direct Mail as a Key for Recruiting Many Members for a Short Time” (flaarman@wanadoo.fr)

16.30 

Four parallel workshops and moderator: 

· Mailings (bring your best samples), Frank LAARMAN

· Telemarketing (if you have, bring a manuscript for your salesmen), Staffan WENNBERG, Sweden

· Face-to-face fundraising (autogiro/direct debits), Iréne WRIGSTEDT, The Fundraising Group Nordic 

· Publications – newsletter or a magazine? (bring your own plus books for display), Ken AZZOPARDI, Canada and Benoite TAFFIN, France

17.30

Dinner Reception, The St. Petersburg Hotel

Hosted by Ms. Gabriele BAUMANN, Konrad Adenauer Foundation, St. Petersburg

19.00

Optional cultural program: 

· Opera in the Marinskij Theatre ($30/person) or

· Russian Folk Dances at the Nikoljevskij Palace ($20/person)

Sunday, Sept. 21: “Regional meeting day” and “Farewell”

St. Petersburg Hotel ”White Conference Room” (100 seats) 

Alternative cultural program in the morning for accompanying visitors, see last page  

9.00

Annual Meeting of the Taxpayers Association of Europe
10.30

Break

10.45

Summarizing workshop results: group presentations Q&A (20 minutes/each)

· Mailings

· Telemarketing

· Face-to-face fundraising

· Publications – newsletters or a magazine
12.00
Meeting of the International Committee for the Protection of Taxpayer Rights

in Eastern Europe and Central Asia

13.00

Lunch in The Winter Garden, The St. Petersburg Hotel



Departure for many participants

Optional program:

14.30-18.00
Boat excursion (1 hour cruise) to the Peterhof  Summer Palace (optional $25/person)

19.00

On-Board Dinner on the return trip from The Peterhof Palace or Dinner at Peterhof  (optional)

Monday, Sept. 22: “Farewell day” 
Cultural program for accompanies, $ 100/person

Thursday Sept. 18

15.00 - 18.00
City tour by bus (open for all participants)

19.30
Welcome reception and Dinner at 20.00 in The Hall of Mirrors, hosted by World Taxpayers Associations

Dinner speech “St. Petersburg and Russia of Today and Yesterday”

Sergey VASILIEV, Senator (St. Petersburg); Chairman, Senate  Committee on Financial Markets and Currency Circulation, Member of the Russian Parliament (Union of Right Forces); Former Deputy 

Minister of Economy. 

Friday Sept. 19

09.30 Ordinary program or shopping on your own or in groups.

12.15

Lunch at the Business Restaurant, St. Petersburg State University.

14.30 - 16.00
Time for charity: Visit to a school and home for abused girls, Malij Ochtinskij Dom 

(“The Little Ochtinskij House”), opposite to The Moscow Hotel.

Please bring gifts to the girls: cosmetics, clothes etc.

20.00

Gala Dinner & Dance in The Mirror Hall of The St. Petersburg Hotel 

Hosted by Taxpayers Association of Europe (Dress code: black tie or dark suit).

Saturday Sept. 20


10.30 - 12.30
The State Hermitage Museum (entrance $10/person included, 15 persons per group).

12.00

Lunch in The Winter Garden, The St. Petersburg Hotel.

14.00

The Russian Museum.

17.30 - 18.15
Dinner Reception in The Winter Garden, The St. Petersburg Hotel

Hosted by the Konrad Adenauer Foundation – St. Petersburg.

19.00

Russian Folk Dances at the Nikoljevskij Palace (optional $20/person)

or

19.00
Opera in The Marinskij Theatre (optional $80/person) 

Both alternatives open for all participants.

Sunday Sept. 21

10.00

High Mass in the Nicolski Church, the Sea Men Church.

13.00

Lunch in The Winter Garden, The St. Petersburg Hotel.

14.00-18.00
Boat excursion (1 hour cruise) to the Peterhof  Summer Palace (optional $25/person)

19.0 On-Board Dinner on the return trip from The Peterhof Palace or Dinner at the Peterhof Palace 

(optional).

************************************************************************************

For more information please contact:

Mr. Bjorn Tarras-Wahlberg, World Taxpayers Associations, (BTW@worldtaxpayers.org), Tel +46 8 765 30 02,

Mobile +46 70 325 00 11. Torsvikssv. 28, SE-181 34 Lidingo, Stockholm, Sweden

Mr. Igor Sobolev, Russian Taxpayers Union, (isobolev@list.ru), Mobile +7 095 502 3001

Ms. Gabriele Baumann, Konrad Adenauer Foundation, (kasspb@online.ru) Mobile +7 812 943 6099, Tel +7 812 315 7236 

Nevskij Prospekt 1, 191186 St. Petersburg, Russia

Ms. Nataliya Biletska, World Bank, (nbiletska@worldbank.org), Tel +1 202 458 4819
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